John 3:1-21

1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2
After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that
God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the
Kingdom of God.”

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his
mother’s womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born
of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit
gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when | say, ‘You must be born again.’
8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it
comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand
these things? 11 | assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you
won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when | tell you about earthly
things, how can you possibly believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has
ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14
And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.

16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son
into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does
not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people
loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil
hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those
who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God
wants.”

John 7:40-53

40 When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, “Surely this man is the
Prophet we’ve been expecting.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said,
“But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 For the Scriptures clearly state
that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the village where
King David was born.” 43 So the crowd was divided about him. 44 Some even wanted
him arrested, but no one laid a hand on him.

45 When the Temple guards returned without having arrested Jesus, the leading priests
and Pharisees demanded, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”

46 “We have never heard anyone speak like this!” the guards responded.

47 “Have you been led astray, too?” the Pharisees mocked. 48 “Is there a single one of
us rulers or Pharisees who believes in him? 49 This foolish crowd follows him, but they
are ignorant of the law. God’s curse is on them!”

50 Then Nicodemus, the leader who had met with Jesus earlier, spoke up. 51 “Is it legal
to convict a man before he is given a hearing?” he asked.

52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the Scriptures and see for yourself—
no prophet ever comes from Galilee!” To Onp Another
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John 19:38-42

38 Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus (because he
feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to take down Jesus’ body. When
Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and took the body away. 39 With him came
Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night. He brought seventy-five pounds of
perfumed ointment made from myrrh and aloes. 40 Following Jewish burial custom, they
wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long sheets of linen cloth. 41 The place of
crucifixion was near a garden, where there was a new tomb, never used before. 42 And
so, because it was the day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb
was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

Mark 5:21-43
21 Jesus got into the boat again and went back to the other side of the lake, where a
large crowd gathered around him on the shore. 22 Then a leader of the local synagogue,
whose name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet, 23 pleading
fervently with him. “My little daughter is dying,” he said. “Please come and lay your
hands on her; heal her so she can live.”
24 Jesus went with him, and all the people followed, crowding around him. 25 A woman
in the crowd had suffered for twelve years with constant bleeding. 26 She had suffered a
great deal from many doctors, and over the years she had spent everything she had to
pay them, but she had gotten no better. In fact, she had gotten worse. 27 She had
heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him through the crowd and touched his robe.
28 For she thought to herself, “If | can just touch his robe, | will be healed.” 29
Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel in her body that she had been
healed of her terrible condition.
30 Jesus realized at once that healing power had gone out from him, so he turned
around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my robe?”
31 His disciples said to him, “Look at this crowd pressing around you. How can you ask,
‘Who touched me?’”
32 But he kept on looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the frightened
woman, trembling at the realization of what had happened to her, came and fell to her
knees in front of him and told him what she had done. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over.”
35 While he was still speaking to her, messengers arrived from the home of Jairus, the
leader of the synagogue. They told him, “Your daughter is dead. There’s no use troubling
the Teacher now.”
36 But Jesus overheard them and said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith.”
37 Then Jesus stopped the crowd and wouldn’t let anyone go with him except Peter,
James, and John (the brother of James). 38 When they came to the home of the
synagogue leader, Jesus saw much commotion and weeping and wailing. 39 He went
inside and asked, “Why all this commotion and weeping? The child isn’t dead; she’s only
asleep.”
40 The crowd laughed at him. But he made them all leave, and he took the girl’s father
and mother and his three disciples into the room where the girl was lying. 41 Holding
her hand, he said to her, “Talitha koum,” which means “Little girl, get up!” 42 And the
girl, who was twelve years old, immediately stood up and walked around! They were
overwhelmed and totally amazed. 43 Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell anyone
what had happened, and then he told them to give her something to eat.
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